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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pore. 
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FORCE NOT POWER:—PARTY NOT PRINCI- 
PLE: LAW DEPENDANT UPON REASON, 
AND JUSTICE. 


LETTER IT. 


To Mr. Justice Best, one of the four Judges of 
the Court of King’s Bench, who concurred tn the 


sentences, passed upon Mason CARTWRIGHT, Mr. 
Wooter, Mr. EpMonps, and Mr. Mappbocks. 


My Logp, 


J hasten to redeem my promise of address- 
ing to you a second letter upon certain important topics, 
to which I am certain your attention cannot be directed 
too early, or too earnestly. The scowl of determinate 
and indignant investigation sits upon the public brow; 
and an opinion is rapidly forming, which in its establish- 
ment, and avowal, will tend more to shake the system te 
its centre, than all the attacks it may have to apprehend 
from the violence of the Reformers.. Many individuals, 
and many states, have destroyed themselves, when their 
enemies would have attempted their destruction in vain: 
—and it might be very satisfactorily demonstrated, that 
where one revolution has owed its origin to the people, a 
hundred have been matured in the hot-beds, of existing 
abuse of authority. Whatever tends to set public opi- 


nion at variance with public rulers, where there is no ef- 
Vor. VII. No. 1. 
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fectual control over the latter by the former, is a latent 
cause of the desire for change, which, receiving addition 
after addition, and stimulus after stimulus, at last be- 
comes strony enough to enforce the change which it de- 
sires. 1 acquit you, and all your learned brethren of any 
desire to produc ea change—of any intent to disturb the 
advantage in which you so largely participate; but you 
cannot lise ‘uise from yoursely es that to irritate, or injure 
any portion of the people, must furnish provocations 
which prudence should hesitate te afford. 1 Know that 
much reliance is placed upon the power of authority, to 
enforce obedience. Power is always presumptuous, and 
vain-glorious. [Even the possession of its symbols have 
a tendeney to inspire an unfounded confidence. Give a 
forward boy a wooden sword, avd he will deem himself 
a soldier, Arm an ape of manhood with a real one, and 
he will imavine himself a hero. While the one pursues 
a timid cur, and the other contines his bravery to the in- 
timidation of his female acquaintances, the counterfeit 
may pass current; but should the dog turn, or the ladies 
defend themselves with their fans, ‘the valour of both 
would speedily evaporafe. Crowds are taught to consi- 
der the resemblance of strength as its reality ; and eus- 
tom induces them te pay great deference to a red coat, 
whether worn by a patriot seldier, or a mercenary slave. 
This is the secret of government in avowed despotisms. 
Men fly, and mercenaries pursue, from a mechanical im- 
pulse. The tyrant speaks, and is obeyed, because it is 
the custom. Any slave whom he condemns to death, 
might tear him from his throne, and dash him from his 
unmerited elevation into his kindred dust ;—but custom 
ordains that slaves shall be as cowardly as their masters 
are barbarous. In the aye of reason, the guards which 
surround a tyrant are the evidences of fis fears. An 
admirable writer has well said— 
“the pomp, the armed arrag, 
‘Want, fear, and impotence belray, 
‘6 Sad proofs of power divine!" 


The obvious position, that he who cares not for his 
own life. is master of the ile of any one, mivht teach au- 
thority more wisdom. than to venture upon driving men 
to its application ; and in the maturity of the world, ty- 
rannies nay be abolished by tyrants in mercy to them- 
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selves; knowing they will not be endured by men, whe 
know how very easily they are to be removed ; and thus 
may be again introduced the period when— 
‘* Forced into virtue thus, by self-defence, 
‘¢ F’en Kings learnt justice and benevolence.’’ 

A consummation much to be wished by those who desire 
monarchy to enjoy a peaceable old age, and a quiet easy 
death. Wherever force is necessary to overawe, and con- 
trol any portion of the people of a state, however small, 
the principles of the desire of change, the germ of revo- 
lution, is introduced. Those against whom the force 
is directed, may shrink from its terrors, but they will not 
respect its authority. Their dislikes will become more 
rooted—their motives more strongly stimulated, and 
their reason more firmly convinced “of the necessity for 
exertion. The smallest number of such internal enemies 
are dangerous, however weak, or contemptible they may 
be deemed. Chance may favour, and circumstances be- 
friend them. They will be ever “ready to plot in secret, 
or to dare in public.. The abuses that disgust them cane 
not fail to disgust others. Their ranks may he slowly, 
but they will be cer tainly recruited, while the evils con- 
tinue apparent of which they have ventured to complain. 
The more severely they may be treated, the better for 
the progress of their opinions. It seems as if it were 
ordained by heaven to check the passion for persecution, 
that it should always defeat its own object, and establish 
the more firmly that which it was intended to destroy. 
Perhaps, also, it may be the natural disease of which 
tyranny expires, upon the principle of Pope, that— 


‘© As man, perhaps, the moment of his breath, 
** Receives the lurking principle of death :— 

‘* So cast, and mingled with his very frame, 
‘The mind’s disease, its ruling passion came.’ 


Yor persecution may be called both the ruling passion, 
and the disease of despotism. It is imbibed with the 
first impulse of its existence, continues to increase as it 
grows older, and conducts it to a late, or early grave. If 
this danger is to be apprehended when the discontents are 
few, and perhaps zguorant; when the wish to escape 
from oppressive distinctions is not attended by themeans: 
—how much more formidable must be the apprehension, 
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when numbers and intelligence, are turced into opposi- 
tion !—when force is confessedly unequal to the task of 
contending with their energies, if brought into action; 
and when the law is perverted to make up the deficiency 
of power ! 

The ministers haye mise rably mistaken their own, as 
well as the imiéerests of their master, and of the nation, 
by placing the people in array against each other, in- 
stead of u mits all, ¢ by the remov al of the abuses which 
have oecasioned the separation ; and they will inevitably 
discover, that “ the rulers of a faction, huwever formi- 
dable in title, wealth, or mumbers, are put the rulers of 
“half a nation!’ ‘To this dilemma nearly have the 
iniuisters brought this country. By conteading that 
rigkts are dopeutlant on riches, and government on Lie 
POSSESSLO72, not the dele GALLON of power, they have di- 
vided sociciy inte two classes—one ia the nominal pos- 
session of rivlits whie h are uselc ss, beeause not generally 
enjoyed ; and the other ina state of absolute proserip- 
tid from the exercise of all rights, under the pretence 
nat others exercise them for ther advantage, belter 
than they could use them tor their own; and they are 
required to be ver: wrateful that they are not ¢: Wed” upon 
to concern themselves about what could only be a plague, 
without any profit :-—meanwhile a smatl, gilded, vlilter- 
inw, Hnsel, affected, indolent coterie, sit calmly down, 
and pledee each other in endtess bumpers at the banquet 
which eowardlics and credulity have grudgingly set be-. 
fore iraperiinence aud audacity. So “often have states 
men —— upon public rights, that this resull may 
not be a subdjee! of n neck astonishment. It ts, however, 
of danger, and ought io be one of regret; and it be- 
comes tue nrore dangerous, When the laws are required 
to defend this — of things, in despite of their obvious 
intention to check. aud not £0 st ppor fine encroachmants 
of power. ft was a daring experiment for the judzes of 
the land, who onglit to have held the scales of j justice as 
mdependeut ef the ministry as of the people, to venture 
upon the solemn condemnation of principles as craminal, 
which were as meritorious as reason, as honest as virtue, 
and as justifiable as law could make them. 1 could 
scarcely believe my eves, or my cars, when T was told, 
or read, that the judges of the land had embarked in a 
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crusade against the doctrine of Parliamentary Reform. 
it amazed me, who am not much given to the gaping 
mood, that judy res could be found, who could so far step 
out of their obvious line of duly, as to censure opimons 
heretofore held by wiser and better men than themselves, 

as the basis of crimes, and the necessary cause of tumult, 

and disorder! J expected that the reporters of the va- 
rious atlacks upon the prince iples of reform which were 
attributed to various judges on their different circuits, 

would have been prosecuted by the Attorney General, 

as gross libellers of judicial independence. I’ was in full 
hope that Mr. Justice Garrow, would have indignantly 
disclaimed the indecent attack, attributed to him at 
Croydon, upon men, who, at the least, may lay claim te 
as mueh character and respectability as himself; —and 
more particularly that he would have denied having leat 
himself, and his Office, to amean attempt to bias the pre-~ 
judices of a jury, ina cause that might have been tried 
before himself ! I was sever ely disappointed in such jus- 
lifiable expectations. Neither excuse, nor apolog ‘y, Was 
made ; and I was lefl to conclude justification impos- 
sible. 

Here, allow me to observe, that no offences committed 
in the name of reform, were chargeable upon its princi- 
ples ; and if any offenders were brought before you, it was 
their offences, and not their principles, that were the ob- 
jectof trial. You might as well charge the attack of Peter 
upon the ear of the servant of the high priest of the Jews to 
the principles of Christianity, as the indiscretion of any 
Reformer, to the principles of Reform ; and it was exhi- 
biting as littlo justice, as prudence, to condemn in the 
most virulent terms, men who had been led into excusable 
extremes from the notorious prevalence of abuses; while 
the patrons of those abuses were upheld as honour weeyaey 
right honourable men! UWis not seemly fora judge to look 
serenely at the vices of the powerful, and to speak of them 
as pardonable excesses—as things of very venial nature -— 
while all the terrors of law, perverted Where it will pot 
fairly apply, aud suffered to operate wilh unmitigated 
rigour Where it w ll, are arrayed against those who yen- 
ture to complain of grievances which de prive them at 
once of their birthright “as men, and the fruits of their 
honest labour, as cilizons of the state. Laws so par- 
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tially apphed, cannot be mai intained in any repulatian. 
Where crime is secure of impunity; and the complaint 
against the criminal is tortured into the principal offence ; 
all distinctions of right and wrong are confounded. The 
defenceless are driven to despair ; ; and the powerful are 
metamorphosed into oppressors! 

The natural tendency of such practices, is to exalt 
human legislation, above the divine law—to destroy all 
those rights which God has conferred upon his creatures, 

—and to make the immutable py inciples of justice de- 
pendant upon the caprice and humour of any indivi- 
duals, good or bad, whom chance, orforce, or fraud, may 
have i raised to the possession of ‘authority. This doctrine 
you have not s erage to lay down from the rage 
Whether it was occasioned by natural irritability, 
political impatience of the truth, it is not for me to ie 
down in writing. The fact is on record; and as you 
have thought proper to complain of misrepresentation in 
& minor exposition of a similar doctrine, it becomes you 
as early as possible to retract this declaration, that the 
tribunals of the country could not suffer any question to 
be raised upon the opposition between the laws of God 
and man! This arrogaiion of supremacy over the divine 
authority, to the British legislation, is the basis of all the 
wrongs of which we complain ; ; and it is, in fact, the basis 
of every oppression. Jn the case of explanation t to which 
J allude, you were reported to have said, that ‘* if steel- 
traps and spring-guns were illegal, you would not hesi- 
tate to use them fur the defence of your property.” This 
you disclaim, as a gross misrepresentation of your lan- 
yuage; though you do not tell us what you really did 
say,—nor how you came to be so misrepresented by the 
able reporters for the press—nor why you suffered such a 
misrepresentation to be embodied in a collection of legai 
authorities—nor w hy you only complained, when the 
Edinburgh Reviewers made the report a medium of some 
severe remarks. W hy has the calumny not been prose- 
cuted ? 

Will you allow me to observe here, that the legislature 
could not legalize such barbarity by anact of parliament, 
inasmuch as sueh a law would be contr: ary to the law of 
God, while the lite ofa human being 
than a cabbage. er a handful of apples! ! Yet it 


Is of more value 
is piri 
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a silly legislature might enact the punishment of death 
for the slightest tresoass:—but the judge who should 
lend himself to ¢ carry such law into execution would be 
impeached at the bar of heaven as a murderer. “ The 
essence of right and wrong,” says Gordon, * does not 
‘* depend upon words and “clauses inserted in a code, or 
‘¢ statute book ; much less upon the conclusions and ex- 
* plieations of lawyers ; but upon reason, and the nature 
6 of things, antecedent to alllaws.” In a well-regulated 
government, the judge is not bound to commit injustice, 
because it may be enacted. Neither King, Lords, nor 
‘‘ommons, can sanctify a bad law ; and the judge is called 
upon, by the integrity of his office, io vellaen to subject 
any one to unmerited penalties. As oppresscon justi 
ftes rebellion, on the part of the people, so does injustice 
demand resistance from the judge. He 16 appointed to 
guard, as well as to admenisier the laws ;—to subject 
all to the operation of those which are good ; and to 
protect all from the oppression of those which are unjust. 
His bighest duty is to the principles on which laws ought 
to be founded : and any deviation from those pr rinciples, 
is declared by the co: ustitution, not to be a daw, buta 
cory ‘uplion, and a nullity, w hich shall be “ HOLDEN FoR 
NAUGHT,” Reason and justice are set as decided bar- 
riers against despotic power, as law erects itself against 
individual passion. Legislators are not dedties : but ac- 
countable Auman beings. Their duties are as clearly 
chalked out, as the duties of the people ; and where the 
exceed their proper province, they ought to be checked, 
either by the people, or the intermediate authorities, 
between the people and themselves. 

If the proceedings of a leyislative body are never to be 
queslivned—are always to be received as the result of 
absolute wisdom and goodness,—what security can be 
given for the observance of their duty? Suppose, on a 
Tate tri: al, in Sussex, where a man on the preventive ser- 

vice shot a sailor without any provocation, the murderer 
ad produced an act of parliameut, enacting impunity to 
any person who, in the King’s employ was guilty of 
murder; could any judge have received such act of par- 
liament as a daw, w hich was binding on either himself, 
orajury? Yet if a legislature_be admitted to be abso- 
lute, ‘and unquestionable, ihis Jaw would be as valid as. 
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any other. But the fact is that the legislature, in the 
proper discharge of its duty is bound to look at certain 
principles which ought to guide its conduct; and these 
principles ate the LAWS oF GoD, which, if it neglect, it 
ceases to be a legislature, and becomes an oppression. 

It is true, that it is to be presumed, in the first instance, 
that the laws are in unison with these principles ; because 
it is but fair to presume that men will do their duty, 
until it can be shewn they do not. But this presump- 
tion is very different from the declaration, that “ the 
“ bench cannot sit and hear it argued that the laws of 
** ‘the country, are in opposition to the laws of God.” 
The bench jis bound, by its absolute duty, to hear such 
argument; and ought to be very grateful that it is 
brought before it:—that it may better discharge its im- 
portant obligations. The judges do not take an oath to 
obey the ministers of the day, or to enfarce whatever 
measures a politician may deem necessary to support his 
authority. They are not a corps de reserve, to be 
brought up at a critical moment. to fight the battles 
of the administration. It ought to be nothing to the 
judges, who is in, or vo is out of power—what party, 

or what politics prevail. They should only look to the 
Jaw of the land, as founded in common liberty, and equal 
yights. They ‘should principally regard those statutes 
which our ancestors have laid down, as the record of our 
common rights—such as Magna Charta, and the Bill of 
Rights. These areour paramount laws. These are the 
outlines of our liberties; and whatever contravenes, or 
entrenches upon those laws, are so many encroachments 
upon the liberties of the people, which the judges are 
called upon more especially to oppose than other men, 

notwithstanding they may be acts of parliament ; for the 
bench ought to be the sanctuary, as well as the fountain 
of the law. Legislatures are composed of the same ma- 
terials as other assemblies of human beings. Knaves 
and fools will often intrude, and often predominate ! 

Our statute-book affords innumerable specimens of the 
truth of this proposition; and I have no hesitation in 
saying that a firm constitutional judge would refuse to 
carry into effect half of the acts of the legislature that 
compose that ponderots collection called the statutes at 
large. Some are so absurd as to repeal themsclyes by 
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their" own folly :—such, for instance, as that admira- 
ble specimen of the wisdom of parliament, which 
forbids “the entertainment of evil spirits with fish, 
“flesh or fowl:”-—~the statutes regulating the treat- 
ment of witches,—with many others appertaining to 
the length of pointed shoes, and the width and 
breadth of legal breeches. One I remember also 
subjects persons to a penalty for not covering their 
buttocks, with a jacket of decent dimensions :—and 
your own more extensive reading on such subjects, 
will furnish you with a multitude of other instances, 
both of the ridiculous, and the unjust. Among the 
latter is an act, forbidding luxury at table, except to 
privileged persons, because such luxurious entertain- 
ments rendered the middle classes of society unable to 
pay taxes! Shall such frivolity be called legislation ? 
and its results be held in preference, even to the divine 
law, and the precepts of reason. Godwin very aptly 
says—‘* Law we call the wisdom of our ancestors ; but 
“‘ this is a strange imposition. It was as frequently the 
‘* dictate of their passion ; of timidity, jealousy, a mo-~ 
“ nopolizing spirit, and a lust of power that knew no 
“¢ bounds.” The immutable principle of law, is the com- 
mand to “ po sustice!” and this motto ought to be 
placed in golden letters, not only over the head of the 
judge, that it may be seen by the people; but on the 
tablet of the judge that he may be continually reminded 
of the first duties of his office. 

You, my lord, affect a great regard for the precepts of 
religion ; and declare you hold in reverence the volumes 
from which are gathered the Christian faith! Do you 
find in them any preference of human legislation to 
the law of God? Do you find it there written that 
princes are authorised to dispense with his command- 
ments, and to impose the result of their caprice, as the 
laws of the people ? Read_the bible again, I beseech you, 
with an attentive mind ; and it will teach you to beware 
of putting your trust in princes, and prefering human to 
divine legislation. You would not willingly be classed 
with those, who pretend to reverence what they refuse 
to obey:—and when you find it written of rich, and 
poor, that ‘the Lord is the maker of them all,’ you may 
also discover that the text dees not add, he made them 
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with different rights or intended to subject them to diffe 
rent laws. Mr. ‘Edmonds, whom you thought fit to stop» 
when he asserted this dectrine, would have caught you 
tripping in a most palpable manner, had not your learn- 
ed brethren perceived your stumbling, and kindly inter- 
fered to save you from the consequences of your fall. 
He might have said to your lordship, in the words of 
Horne To: ke, with whom you will not dispute the palm 
of ability,—* I have always been most obedient, when 
‘* most taxed with disobedience. But my right end | is 
* not the right hand of Melinda. The rizht I revere, is 
“ not the right adored by sycophants, the jus vagum, 
** the capricious command of princes, or ministers. I fol- 
© low the dare of Ged! (what is laid down by him for 
the rule of my conduct) when I follow the laws of hu- 
man nature:—which, without any human testimony, 
‘‘ we know, must proceed from God; and upon these 
“are founded the rights of man, or what is order- 
ed for man. I revere the conséifution, and constitu- 
tional laws of England, because they are in conformity 
‘* with the laws of God, and nature ; and upon these are 
‘“* founded the rational rights of Englishmen. If princes, 
‘‘ or ministers, or the corrupted she me fi go 
“* of the people,” (he might have added, or the judges) 
* order, command, or lay down any thing, contrary to 
“ that which is ordered, commanded, ox laid down, by 
* God, human nature, or the constitution of this govern- 
“ ment, I will still hold fast by the Aigher authorities. 
“‘ If the meaner authorities are offended. they can only 
“* destroy the body of the individual, bul can never af- 
“ fect the right, or that which is ordered hy their supe- 
“ yiors.” What answer would your lordship have made 
to this? Weuld you have ventured to take up the 
gauntlet, and to accept the challenge ?—or would you 
have thrown yourself back upon the protection of your 
dignity, and declined to enter into the contest? 1 think 
the questions do not stand in need of any reply. 

So far from the propriety of its being taken for 
granted that legislatures go hand in hand with the 
divine law, the contrary is. decidedly the fact, in nine 
tenths of the governments of the civilised world. All 
Ly ANNES BFE directly opposed to the divine law :—and 
nine-tenths of the governments of the world are. 
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iyrannies, either disguised, or avowed. Do the Dey of 
Algiers, the Emperor of Moroceo, the Czar of Russia, 
thesGrand Seignor, or the King of Bantam, govern their 
subjects in such entire accordance to the law of God, as 
iv render it indecorous, or unjustifiable to presume there 
may be both cruelty, and injustice, in their respective 
codes of law, and barbarity i in the caprice which is often 
substituted in the stead of their laws? Suppose a 
Turkish Judicature were about to impale your Lordship 
for not believing in the divine mission of Mahomet ; and 
were to stop your remonstrances against the sacrifice, by 
saying ‘* it could not sit to hear it profanely supposed 
«jhat God would not be highly delighted with your con- 
** tortions, while writhing in the air!  Sucha judicature 
would have the same power with an English court, to 
over-rule objections, and to punish at its pleasure. The 
members of such a judicature might follow their own 
prejudices, and judgments most conscientiously :—they 
might be good fathers, good husbands, good neigh- 
bours: and good friends ; and yet sleep soundly after 
sentencing your lordship to the most Aorrible tortures, 
for not being of the same faith with themselves: and 
perhaps congratulate themselves on having done heaven 
a service, and ridded earth of aa unbelieving iofidel, by 
your sacrifice. All this might be done, in strict con- 
formity to the éew—and the religious faith of the 
country. No tear might fall upon your grave, no sigh 
hallow your memory. Now, my lord, would you admit 
you were treated according to the law of God, co: the 
rinciples of reason? Would you then say, it could not 
be assumed that human legislation might outrage eter- 
nal justice? Would you calmly own yourself justly 
sacrificed, and recommend submission and obedience to 
any fellow-sufierer who was to fullow youto the tortures ? 
Or would you not discover that “ there is a natural 
‘daw, independent of all ltuman conventions;” and 
to this, would you not appeal, before any tribunal which 
should cite you to abide the judgment of laws to which 
you were xo party, and w hich were not founded on 
reason, and that common sense which heaven has be- 
stowed to euide its creatures to common happiness, 
a a minor degree of this predicament, stood the de- 
ndants in the case which occasions this address to yeur 
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lordship. Their limbs were not destined io writhe in 
torment upon the stake, or their bones to be broken on the 
rack; but their freedom, their property, their enfoy- 
ments of life were placed at hazard, under an accusation 
of having offended the law—which they had not offended ; 
and by a process which they said, and which I now ven- 
ture to repeat, was contrary to the laws. Your lord- 
ship, as one of the tribunal to which they appealed, was 
bound to know shat law they had violated, before you 
proceeded to pass sentence upon them—afler having 
previously ascertained that no law had been violated by 
their persecutors, in the proceedings against them: They 
placed before your eyes a variety of instances of the 
latter. They shewed you, beyond the power of doubt, 
or contradiction, that means had been adopted, in de- 
fiance of the law, to place them in additional jeopardy, 
and to deprive them of the advantages which the 
law was calculated to afford them. You were in- 
formed that the ministers of the crown had _ pro- 
cured an unfounded, and passionate description of 
the conduct ef the defendents, under the signa- 
ture of the highest authority of the realm; a mea- 
sure which could only have been adopted for the purpose 
of preventing any dispassionate or rational inquiry into 
the matter at issue. This falsehood was embodied in 
the shape of a proclamation from the throne; and was 
‘peculiarly addressed to the magistracy of the country, 
out of which it was known to the ministry, (if not 
arranged under their sanction) that a jury was destined 
to be chosen to try the question at issue between the 
ministry and the defendants—the immediate servants and 
correspondents of the ministry thus being selected, or 
packed, to try a question on which the opinion of their 
patrons had been pronounced in so exaggerated a man- 
ner, that even themselves durst not embody in the in- 
dictment, what they had induced the monarch to declare 
to the country! Was it likely that a jury of magistrates 
could hesitate to call that misdemeanor, which a procla- 
mation from the crown had denounced as almost trea- 
sonable? Could it be questionable what verdict the 
friends of the ministry would pronounce against those 
who went to trial so denounced? Such conduct preclu- 
ded the possibility of fazr trial ; and rendered any trial 
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only a farcical observance of forms, in which no sub- 
stance of justice remained. Any attempt to influence a 
jury is usually reprehended with the greatest vehemence. 
When it was absurdly supposed some indiscreet friend of 
Sir Francis Burdett, had addressed that threatening let- 
ter to his jury, when you presided on his trial at Lei- 
cester, for an offence which forms one of the proudest 
glories of his life, you censured the proceeding as one of 
the deepest criminality; and justly so—though in some 
eyes, it seemed to have lost that character, when traced 
to the villain Franklin, and demonstrated to have been 
intended to injure the defendants. In the case of the 
King, against the Dean of St. Asaph for libel, the circu- 
lation in the neighbourhood of an anonymous handbill in 
favor of the defendant was held to be a sufficient reason 
for postponing and removing the trial, lest the jury 
should have been prejudiced, or influenced, by its con- 
tents. Yet in our case, it was not a loead, nor a par- 
tial, attempt to influence our jury, made by an obscure 
er an unknown individual; but a proclamation from the 
throne, at the instigation of the whole administration, and 
addressed officially with all the force of supreme autho- 
rity, in a daring misrepresentation of the facts, to every 
local authority, and private individual in the country. 
This was done before the defendants were accused of any 
crime—before they were aware of any supposed offence 
—more than a month after the proceedings which were 
thus characterized as hardly short of treason--and a 
judge, before whom it was possible, nay probable, the 
issue might have been tried, joined in the direct outcry 
against the defendants, while several others indirectly 
added to the prejudice thus attempted to be raised against 
them, in a manner that could not fail of success. Against 
this conduct which proscribed them for victims, the de- 
fendants appealed to that principle of natural and divine 
law, which presumes innocence until guilt is proved— 
Which forbids any attempt to decide by passion what 
should be the result of reason—which declares that the 
accused shall be placed before un prejudiced judges of the 
law, and the facts—and be proceeded against according 
to the express forms of known and determinate law. 
Had this appeal been answered, there could have been 
no trial, ‘The ministers had forfeited their legal right 
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of accusation, by their attempts to prejudice the delen- 
dants. 

The prejudice had reached even the judges ; and the 
law not being able to attack the suppositious offenee, ‘ a 
‘¢ vigour beyond the law,” and a contrivance to elude its 
precepts were eagerly adopted. It was in vain we 
pointed out that the daw did not sanction the mode of 
manufacturing special juries. We were answered, the 
custom did. We pointed out that the express letter ot 
the law was abolished by the custom; but we were still 
told the custom was good, and the daw of no impor- 
tance,* where it clashed with the discretion of the ofti- 
cer! Because we could not trace absolute corrupt 
molives, we were told we had no reason to complain of 
misconduct. Because we could not pul in evidence, 
upon the affidavits of credible witnesses, that the law was 
violated on purpose to injure us, we were told it was of 
no consequence whether it were violated or not. Neg- 
ligence of the most shameful description, carelessness too 
palpable to have been the result of accident, was admit- 
ted ; but it was said to form no ground of complaint on 
our part. Wewere convicted, and that was enough. It 
was all that was wanted; and we must submit. Any 
snare was justifiable that caught us. Any stratagem was 
lawful, that drove us into the toils. We were not to 
impugn measures Which had laid us at the mercy of the 
court. It was not ventured to be asserted that we had 
done wrong ; but it was shrewdly concluded we might 
have done so; and if we had, we ought to be punished ; 
and, therefore, we were to receive punishment, because 
we might have deserved it. If this is not good, moral 
logic, it would be rather difficult to guess why we are 
here. The legal conclusion is equally satisfactory, in de- 
fence of the neylcct, or contempt of the law. We might 


— — — 











* When | argued it was useless for the law to require the atten. 
dance of the parties, if it did not confer upon them the right of an 
impartial selection, your lordship seemed to agree with me, and 
observed the parties being present had an opportunity of objecting 
to those whom they thought would be hostile to them. This was 
candid ; and had your lordship decided upon this reason, you must 
have set aside the jury, for this use of the right was made, and 
and over-ruled. The right of course of objecting to individuals 
whe may be hostile to defendants is destroyed, if the master can in- 
sist on retaining them. 
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have been convicted, it was said, if the law had been 
neither neglected, nor despised ; and, therefore, we had 
no reason to complain of the contempt of the legislature. 
it is in vain to reason, on such matters. In the pursuit 
of rights, we have stumbled on the quicksands of law, 
made by those who have suppressed the right, and con- 
strued by those whom the suppressors of our rights have 
appointed. We may say with the apostate author of 
the vindication of natural society:—‘* We shift from 
“ court to court, we fly from equity to law, and from 
“law to equity ; equal uncertainty attends us every 
* where :—and aistakes, in which we had no share, de- 
‘“¢ cides at once upon our liberty and property, sending 
“us from a court to a prison, and adjudging our 
“‘ families to ruin. We are ignorant, gentlemen, of the 
*¢ darkness, and uncertainty of your science. We never 
** darkened it with absurd and contradictory notions, nor 
“* confounded it with chicane and sophistry. You have 
** excluded us from any effectual share in the conduct of 
*¢ our own cause ;—the science was too deep for us:—we 
** acknowledged it:—but it was too deep even for your- 
** selves :—you have made the way so intricate, that you 
*¢ yourselves were lost in it ;—you err, and you punish us 
*“* for your errors.” If such be law, let us not in future 
express any surprise that “‘ many who live under it, ad- 
‘* mire and enyy the simplicity and equality of arbitrary 
*¢ judgments.” I have now done with my appeals to the 
bench, on this topic. I am certain that | have furnished 
your learned brothers, and yourself, with sufficient mat- 
ter for rumination; and J leave it purposely open to 
your cogitations during the summer months. In the in- 
terim, I shall employ the leisure of my prison hours in 
the preparation of an appeal to the legislature, to vindi- 
cate itself from the contempt which the officers of the 
courts so unsparingly heap upon its authority, and its 
enactments. The proceedings of the ensuing sittings 
after term, may not only furnish me with additional 
means, but perhaps with an accession of assistance, -in 
the shape of fellow-sufferers., It is advantageous to such 
an enquiry that the system should be in full operation, that 
its evils may be the more conspicuously seen; and it 
would be matter of consolation to those who may crowd 
our prisons, to know that their undeserved punishment 
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had contributed to restore the authority of the law, and 
the supremacy of the legislature. 

It was my intention to have made some remarks on the 
difference of the sentences passed upon the four defendants ; 
and, particularly to enquire why one to whom the evidence 
applied in the slightest degree, was sentenced to the most ex- 
tended punishment. But the same want of legal standard which 
applies to the whole of the prior proceedings, applies also to 
this part of them. ‘The court assumed a discretion over the 
law, and in the exercise of its discretion did what it thought 
fit, And since circumstances have made the court absolute, 
its conduct cannot be arraigned. [T am aware you will 
say it is not absolute—that an appeal to the Howse of Lords 
is possible by writ of error, and that the Attorney General has 
not refused to allow of such an appeal. But you also know, 
my Lord, that he might and probably would refuse the writ of 
error, as the Chief Baron did refuse the bill of exceptions. And 
if this were not the case, you are aware, that in despite of 
Magna Charta which says, justice shall neither be seld, delayed, 
or denied to any one, and in despite of the respect which you 
profess for that venerable record, such an appeal would cost 
six or seven hundred pounds; a pretty sum for men already 
impoverished, if not ruined, in the pursuit of justice :—and a 
pretty comment upon the il/ezality of selling justice. Then 
the ey would be considerable; and, as the writ of error 
would not stay the judgment of the court, the pumslment 
might have been inflicted, and the period of imprisonment at an 
end, before the case had been heard at the tribunal of appeal! 
The “ books,” as they are vauntingly called, contain an instance 
of this kind, where a poor fellow was sentenced to be whipped, 
and imprisoned :—a writ of error was obtained, and the judgment 
reversed; but the poor fellow had received his whipping, and 
finished the term of his imprisonment :—and the writ of error 
could not remit his punishmeiut. Thus, it appears, justice must 
be bought, if it be obtained—is delayed to all who cannot ex- 
pedite its progress, and denied to ald who cannotavail themselves 
of its costly advantages; and even to some who are able to come 
up to its price. For these, and many other reasons, I have 
done with the law asa suitor, or as a defendant. 1 shall make 
up my mind, to have as little 10 do with it as possible; and if I 
am compelled to appear in the Courts, [ shall nat expect from 
them any protection. 1 may possibly contemplate them with a 
jaundiced eye; but assuredly they look to me te wear a very 
suspicious character ; and [am tempted to wish myself among 
the first settlers in Connecticut, who proclaimed tiat “ the co- 
* lonv should be governed by the laws of God--until they had 
time to make better J” 

Jremaiu, my lord, Xe. 


T. J. WOOLER. 
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‘My Masters of Misrule! 1 have a ¢row to pluck with you." 
Onn Pray. 


467. The protligate waste which is ever the attendaut on 
great masses of property, is also an evil of no mean magnitude. 
To those who are unacquainted with the interior of a gteat 
:van’s house, this may appear imaginary ; but the fact can- 
not be controverted, that both trom ‘the unavoidable and 
intentional waste committed in such houses, hundreds might be 
comlertably maintained ;—by the friends of population, let 
this consideration be duly attended to. The possessors of 
enormous property, while they thus diminish the comforts 
and vitiate the morals of their inferiors, are themselves not 
always happy: they are like spoiled children, whose every 
wish and desire is gratified as soon as formed, so that they 
lose all the pleasures of expectation and hope. They rove from 
one amusement to another, which, like the playthings of chil- 
dren, are eagerly sought for and soon thrown aside. Disgusted 
with satiely, they seek for what wealth cannot give; and 
‘ind others happier than themselves, not because they have 
inore enjoyments, but because they are easier pleased. ‘Their 
pampered appetites and indulged caprices cau relish nothing 
simple in food, dress, or furniture; art and luxury exhadst 
all their stores to re-animate human nature, which has already 
sunk under their embraces, All their enjoyments consist of 
tiere corporeal gratification, which, by constant repetition, 
at length become insipid, and leave them without a hope or 
a pleasure, but to forget their misery in the empty buz of 
a crowd as wretched and contemptible as themseives. Their 
education, their manners, and theif rank, keep them for ever 
ata distance from ali but their own set; they are therefore 
ignorant of the rest of mankind —and to know each other-— 
they call ‘ knowledge of the world;’ beyond that they know 
nothing; and as to the lower ranks, they consider them as a 
distinct race of beings—formed only for their use, and sup- 
‘ported only by their wealth.— Milliam Burdon. Materials 
for Thinking, 1803. 
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A68. Inscription for the apartment in Chepstow Castle, whe7¢ 
Henry Marten, the Regicide, was imprisoned thirty years 


For thirty years secluded froin maukind— 

Here Marten linger’d. Often have these walls 
Echoed his footsteps, as with even tread 

He paced around his prison. Not to him 

Did nature’s fair varieties exist ; 

He never saw the sun’s delightful beams, 

Save when through yon high bars it pour’d a sad 
And broken splendor. Dost thou ask his crime 4 
He had rebell’d against the King, and sat 

in judgment on him ;—for his ardent mind 
Shaped goodliest plans of happiness on earth— 
And peace and liberty. Wild dreams !—but sucl: 
As Plato lov’d ;—such as with holy zeal 

Our Milton worshipp’d. Blessed hopes !-—awhile 
From man witliheld, even to the latter days, 


When Christ shall come, and all things be fulfilled — 
Robert Southey. Poems, 1797. 


ae ee 


469, Certainly, Almighiy God will not be so unmerciful 
(since his mercy is above ail his w orks) to mankind, as to ex- 
pose the eternal being of souls—to the passion, interest, or 1gno- 
rance, of those that make themselves his messengers, and do 
their own work in his name!—Samuel Butler. Fhoughts 
upon various Subjects, 1660. 


ee el 


470. The natural sickness that hath even troubled and beer 
the decay of all the churches since the beginning of the world, 
(changing the candlestick from one to another, as Jol saith,) 
hath been—pride, avarice, and ambition —King James the 
First. Basilikon Doron, 1616. 


471. Paternal or parental power, is nothing but that which 
parents have over their children, to govern them for the chil- 
dren’s good, till they come to the use of reason, or a state of 
knowledge, wherein they may be —— capable to under- 
take that rule, (whether it be the law of nature, or the muni- 
cipal law of their country) they are to govern themselves by,— 
capable, Tsay, to kuow it, as well as several others who live az 
freemen under that law. The affection and tenderness which 
God hath planted in the breasts of parents towards their cb'* 
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dren, makes it evident that this is not intended to be a severe. 
arbitrary government, but only for the help, instruction, and 
preservation of their offspring. But happen it as it will, there 
is, as IT have proved, no reason why it should be thought to 
extend to life and death, at amy time, over their children, more 
than over any body else ; neither can there be any pretence wiry 
this parental power should keep the child, when gtown to a 
man, in subjection to the will of his parents, any farther than 
having received life and education from them, obliges him to 
respect, honour, gratitude, assistance, and support, all his life, 
to both father and mother. And thus, it is true, that paterial 
is a natural government, but not at all extending itself to the 
ends and jurisdiction of that which is political. The power of 
the father doth not reach at all to the property of the child, 
which is only in the child’s own disposing.— John Locke. Of 
Civil Government, 1690. 


472. Creeds area manifest injuty to God Almighty, as tend- 
ing to Overthrow divine revelation, and in the room thereof to 
substitute human interpretations to make the scripture not a 
sutlicient rule of faith and salvation. I never knew them of any 
benefit: indeed they always served to raise the ambition of 
ecclesiastics, to debase the reason and understanding of the 
laity, and to render those over-credulous fools who believed 
them, as stupidly ignorant and insensible as those who made 
and contrived them. They often served to command things to 
be believed —impossible in themselves and often contradictory 
to Christianity ; and those who could not acknowledge and sub- 
scribe them, were, according to their usual charity, excommu- 
nicated in this world and damned in the next. God, the au- 
thor of our beings, who formed us like to himself, has given us 
abilities to judge for ourselves, and we are rot to be saved by 
the faith of another. Greeds often tended to the destruction 
of the unity of Christians and the Church; they were often the 
result of heat, and commonly propagated by ecclesiastical 
fury. Priests ever introduce them into the church, without | 
any regard to orthodoxy, only to support their own authority 
and ambition. They never were to be depended upon, for 
the propagators of them were commonly men of no learning or 
temper: a fiery zeal atoned for all Christian qualifications, and 
they were usually for calling for fire from heaven to consume all 
such heretics as did not—or could not—believe their contra- 
dictions and absurdities. It is plain they always hindered the 
progress of Christianity, and were ever thought most useful in 
times of ignorance and idolatry. The religious liberty where- 
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with Christ has made us free, was always by them dethroned 
and invaded; and they always tended to introduce a slavish 
obedience, which neither we nor our fathers could bear. [am 
of opinion, that as every man has a right, as much as possible, 
to protect and preserve his civil rights “and enjoyments,—so he 
has an equal privilege to protect his understanding and his con- 
science from all invasion, which may subject him to the mercy 
of such priests as only delight in triumphing over the weak and 
incredulous, and rejoice in the introducing spiritual tyranny 
and slavery, '—which are contrary to the gracious designs of 
providence, who always intends the welfare and happiness of 
mankind, I must confess, I ever had a natural aversion to all 
kind of imposition. LT expect to be saved by my own faith— 
never desire to see with the eyes of another, and always was 
unwilling to pin my faith on the sleeve of even an archbishop 
of C ‘anterbury. [always thought it was the highest degree of 
arrogaucy, for any to pretend | to be judges for me in spiritual 
matters; and therefore desired to examine for myself,—as i 

was likely (according to all the strictest enquiries I ever was 
able to make) to suffer and be condemned for my own errors.— 
Thomas Gordon—A Medest Apology for Priestcraft, §c. 
1780. 


473. The like natural inducement bath brought men to know 
that it isno less their duty to love others than themselves; for 
seeing those things which are equal, must needs have all one 
measure,—if I cannot but wish to receive good, even as much 
atevery man’s hands as any man can wish unto his own soul, 
how should I look to have any part of my desire herein satis: 
tied, unless myself be careful to satisfy the ‘like desire which is 
undoubtedly in other men, being of one and the same nature ? 
‘Yo have any thing offered them repugnant to this desire, must 
needs in all respects grieve them as much as me; so that if 1 
do harm, I must look to sufler,—there being no reason that 
others should show greater measure of love to me than they 
have by me shewed unto them. My desire therefore to be 
loved of my equals in nature as much as possibly may be, 
npposeth upon me a vatural duty of bearing te themward fully 
the like afiection: from which relation of e quality between oute 
selves and them that are as ourselves, what several rules and 
canons mutual reason hath drawn for direction of life, no mar 
is gnorant.—AKichard Hooker. Ecclesiastical Polity, 1694, 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


REE IE se 


From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 
Yellow Bonze at Japan. 


MISCHANCE OF THE DEVIL ON TWO STICKS.——-THE AL@ 
LEGORY EXPLAINED-——SIMILAR MISHAP OF THE BLACK 
DWARF. 


Respected Friend of the Yellow Robes, 

Art thou aware of the cruel treat- 
ment, which my relation, Asmodeus, better known in 
Europe by the familiar name of the “the Devil upon two 
*¢ Sticks,” received from a Spanish Conjuror? He was 
bottled up in a vial, and imprisoned for ages, until re- ” 
leased by a student, who accidentally broke the walls of 
his frail dungeon. His lot was miserable indeed. For 
such a little wicked frolicsome devil, to be shut up alive 
in such a sepulchre was most horrible! How must he 
have wished for the power of playing his mad pranks, 
and merry gambols over again! And with what mad- 
dening spite must he have felt himself moved about from 
shelf to shelf, and from cupboard to cupboard, by his 
merciless keeper! What anxious desires must have pal- 
pitated in his bosom, when he saw a cat, a monkey, ora 
curious wench enter the laboratory in which his cireum- 
scribed prison was placed! How eagerly must he have 
anticipated the rrobability that their meddling disposi- 
tions might set him at liberty, by some happy mischance! 
Even a wandering mouse might by possibility overturn 
the prison, and set the captive free! Alas! no such good 
fortune awaited him for many days. The inexorable 
magician, was too careful of his prize ; and had it not 
been for the mishap of the student, our poor Asmodeus 
might have been bottled up fo eternity, and the world 
have been utterly deprived of the fund of amusement he 
has furnished. Brave Asmodeus! He has been since 


busily employed, I have no doubt. His mercurial dis- 
Vou. VIL, No. 1. 
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position would never let him rest himself, or sutfer any 

indolence to repose in quiet. [should not wonder if thie 
very Devil upon Two sticks did not occasion the Spa- 
nish Revolution, and all the Revolutions in Europe, and 
America, which _— taken place in consequence of the 
Holy Alliance ing been established to prevent them, 
And, at this aoa, he is prebably inspiring the Greeks 
with the memory of the glories of their forefathers, and 
encouraging them to take the Grand Selgnior by the 
beard! Next to his delight of setting the caplives free, 
thou art aware his = st pleasure consists in setting 
fools and knaves together by the cars. Many a royal 
Noodle has he enraged are: many a royal Doodle, by 
his cross purposes on the Continent. More mischievous 
than Ariel, he delights in torturing monkish Calibans, 

and such mock monarchs as Sfepiane, with viceroy s, like 
bee set over them! Ah! my friend, he is arare 
sprite! and if the newspapers did not inform: us that none 
but Potentates, and Ministers of the firsé order were ad- 
mitted, I should have been inclined to believe Asmodeus 
had been mec king the business, and interpolating the de- 
elarations at Laybach, and Vienna. But perhaps an 
exception was made by the legitimate monarchs ir 
favour of a delegate from the ancient monarchy of 
Satan; and in such case, Asmodeus would have wit 
enough to disguise himself sufficiently to gain admittance. 
The offence of Asmodeus was being foo wise. Reason 
has been the ¢rue sedition—in all ages:—and giants 
and magicians have always been at their wits end, for 
expedients to doltle it up; lest it should become general, 

and their cceupation be destroyed. These gzants and 
magicians, are no other than the descendants and repre- 
sentatives of force and fraud! This explains the alle~ 

gory. Nature makes but few giants, but human igno- 
yance has mace many. Nature “has not conferred upon 
humanity any supernatural powers ; but human credu- 
lity has credited the assertion that such powers have ex-. 
isted, in order to cxcuse its own weakness. Though 
physical ; giants are scarce, and not very formidable when 
they are found to exist, (for the Irish giant was a greater 
plague to h aati than he could ever be to others) yet 

volitical giants ave numerous in the extreme, A despot 
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is a giant, wilh perhaps a hundred thousand hands ! 
Every minor satrap at his command, is a giant of less 
proportion. Every one armed with power ‘ over others, 
lias the strength ef others added to his own :—and Is thus 

endowed wilh the strengiii of many. Where this power 
is founded on mere brute force, it is giant strength, ill 
consolidated, and ready to fall to pieces the moment it is 
touched. With so many heads, it has only the brains of 
one; and that in general not of the brightest order. 
With so many members, they are not cemented to the 
general figure, aud may be easily detached, one by one, 
until the giant is reduced to the smallest dimensions of 
humanity. Such animals as Gog and Magog would be 
formidable alone, by their native strength, and power ; 
dut your political viants, when reduced to the core, are 
conte: nptible i indeed. To ceme mt, therefore, aud conso- 
lidate, this m ass of loose stones, the mage have appear- 

ed :—and seeing that nothing is so safe, as that which is 
thought invine ‘ible, they endeavour to blind the credulous 
portion of the world, and put out the eyes of those who 
are indiscreetly obs stinate enough, to persist in using 
them. ‘This union of the giants, "and the magi, of fraud 
and force, of cunning and intimidation, forms ‘the basis 
of all usurpations. Power usurps rights. The credulous 
are taught to believe them useless by the magi; and then 
power ‘erinds those who attempt to set the ‘people right 
in his mortar. Should any sprite, like Asmodeus, be 
alert enough to escape the giant’s club, he is seized upon 


by the magician, and bottied up to prevent that being 


seen, which cannot be destroyed. Aznowledge is the 
true ” Asmodeus, and is immortal. It may be concealed, 
but cannot be annihilated. It may be carefully shut up 
in cabinets, and secret cells, but it still remains, to over- 
come at last, both delusion and constraint. Curiosity 
is the student who steals into the eabinet, and sets the 
prisoner free. 

It is siogular to observe how knowledge and reason have 
been hunted through the world, as fiends and bugbears of 
the most hor ribledescription. There is nota country where 
they have not been treated as aliens, and banished as 
dangerous intruders. Where they are the most toleratc d, 
they are kept prisoners, on parole—their bounds are 
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marked out for them; and if they accidentally pass thetr 
limits, the outery against them is most dreadful. Every 
old woman is up in arms to hunt them back again-— 
every child raises his puny arm, and his lisping voice, in 
terrible fear, test they escape—force seizes them, and 
fraud binds them with its massive fetters. They are thus 
tutored into submission, and made te promise obedience 
in future, as the condition of that moderate chastise- 
ment, but if they offend too frequectly , they are remorse~ 
lossly crammed into the botth e-prison of Asmodeus ; and 
an attempt is made to seal them up hermetically for 
ever! Thus severe! y treated by human beings are these 
two descendants of the Gods, who have been sent to 
render the condition of our species more happy! raped 
may be placed apprentice to any handicraft trade, 
suffered * expatiate at larve in. the fields of aidions 
and commerce; but they must not meddle with either 
dam, polit ics, or religion! These are positively, and 
absolutely tities ‘dicted Seni their pursuit. The giants 
and ihe magicians have determined that no improve- 
ment ean 6 erase these matters ; and what is most 
sinoular, the giants and amayiciuns of ever y country, 
though ha a e all agreed upon different codes of law, 


different. principles of poliey, and different creeds of 
faith, all contend that their own is the best, and all agree 
that neither ef hem ought to be disturbed, nor can be 
amended, fn Turkey, Russia, and several other coun- 
tries reason, and knowle dxe are proscribed by daz, frome 
infermeddiing with any bat the most ordinary house- 

holt cares: —and if they venture to speak upon any other 
more abstruse subject, they are immediately subject-d to 
tiie bastinado; and if very obstinate, to the scaffold. In 
other countries, where the laws are more mild, they 
are dodcratcd in various methods; from a toleration 
Which permits them to ¢hink what they please, if they 

do not look too wise; and to say what they like, pro- 
vided nobody hears them ; - toa toleration which slows 
the full liberty = speech and action, subiect only to the 


sstial penalties of seditious truth, or n ianly courage. 


Tt hese Qre (#7 i) CYrsdé CPUMES : arti have been punt: shed as 


L ag 5e8 5 which, as Mr. 
s rood and sufficient 


such by all nations, and in al 
Justice Bailey would say, furnishe 
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historical authority, why they should still be considered 
as penal offences, against social order, and legitimate 
government - 

The sprites, however, Which are most dreaded, are 
Enquiry, the ‘offspring of Reason; and Truth the child 
of knowwle dye. The parents aredeemed ver y dangerous 
in ail well-zoverned states; but the children are abso- 
luiely uubearable. They are traitors from their very 
birth. ‘heir glance ts sedition—their every movement 
Indicates i: minediate rebellion. They have xo manners 
whatever; and one would imagine they had been born 
in some trackless forest, or on some desert heath, where 
politeness was unkuown, and even the forms of ordinary 
complaisance totally neglected. E-nquiry makes no liesi- 
tation al seizing upon a minister of state, or an arch- 
bishop, and pulling olf piece by piece the patchwork that 
constitutes tie real dignity, affects to be quite astonished 
at finding on/y a aman, and sometimes Aardly that, 
under the cloak of so much crandeur! Then the littie 
urchin insolently laughs aloud ; and his relation ‘Truth 
instantly proclaims the thing a cheat, a mockery, and I 
know what insolent terms he ventures to : apy ly to the 
hapless jay thus stripped of its borrowed feathers! En- 
quiry has no reverence for any thing. Instead of pros- 
trating himself before a throne, he turns up the tapestry, 
and scraping off the gilding, finds out it is only a piece of 
wood, whici a wood-cutier bas felled in the forest, and 
saluted with many a hearty stroke of his axe ; and which 
some journeyman carpenter has planed into “sania 
for halfa crown. At this pedigree of splendour, gain 
bursts 7, into a horse-laugh ; and wonders w! LY 
any body should think himself greater than another 
because his stool is a foot hi. rner; and his cont 
made out of the bowels of the silix-worm instead 
of from the back of the sheep! Nay, I have heard 
the litthe impudent urchin) make free even with 
royalty itself; ask whether royal blood, royal birth, 
royal wisdom, royal utilily, and royal vickion: were at al 
different from the blood, birth, wisdom, utility, and vir- 
tue, of ordinary men. But upon this topic I cannet 
dilate; as the great Emperor of Japan, thy gracious 
master, might be anury to hear Ais royalty Was ques- 
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tioned inso rude amanner! While Enquiry proceeds in 
this manner, a sometimes proceeds slowly by his 
side, noting down what he discovers, or occasionally 
stops to inform the public of his prog ‘ress:—Iin the mean 
while encouraging him to go forward ; and often smiling 
in approbation on his labours. No wonder that the 
giants of the earth, and the magicians are enraged. 

Various means, at various periods of the world, have 
been invented to put an end to these mischievous beings’; 
but to no purpose. ‘Fruth has been gagged, and Enquiry 
manacled; but some accident has. always released the 
limbs of the one, and set al liberty the tongue of the 
other. Sometimes their te rents have set them free, by 
force; at others, by strelazem. Sometimes they have been 
hidden by their friends from the pursuit of Power; and at 
others they have been liberated by favourable cireum- 
stances, When Power has been tottering, and Cunning 
asleep. Then have they made rare work amongst man- 
kind—tossed crowns about for snow-balls, and broken 
sceptres for play-things ; until delichted with their harm- 
less merriment, the people have affected to take them 
under their eae This state of things has rarely 
endured long, The people of all countries are as fond of 
puppel-shew sple ‘ndour as Truth and Unquiry are averse 
lo it; and repining for their accustomed holidays and 
sporis, our fairics have lelt them in disgust, and the 
giants a mid magicians bave rclurned. 


~ They were for some time wan dering through the ex- 
tensive regions of North and South America, where their 
presence has been preduciive of the greatest benefit; and 
it is rumoured, that wig a in and Portugal, where 
‘they have recently been sojourning r, they are about to 
invade the North e auc i itis said they mean 
to take England in their way, | having lately kept up a@ 
COPPESPORACRCE with many MBdiviauaas In this country. 
J am airai they Wil be very unwelcome visitants :—and 
may stand some chunce ef being *“* bottled up,” like 
Asmodeus, by thal prince of the magi, Lord Sidmouth, 
whiose ordinary title is principal gacler of ie luree king- 
= ! Many of their fiends they will find already in 
hraldom, for the offence of having spoken eelé of them 


nN Phooey ahecice, Livery PUSS tO the country is already 


X 
Py iro} C5 
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guarded by innumerab le enemies: and special Cribunals 
are appointed for their arraignment, which in ordinary 
lanote we means their corndemnat Oi. B: if of all the 
dany rous patus, i wound caution them aganist entering 
the metropolis over Blackfriars’ Bridge ; for there they 
are sure to be canght. To guard this entrance 1s sla- 
tioned a numerous pack of the staunchest hounds, so 
eager for their prey, that they have not closed their 
mouths this three months, nor are likely to do so, 
until all their enemies have met the fate of ‘Tom Thumb, 
when swallowed by the Dun Cow! There isa sharp 
tiger-cat am myst ‘the m, wilh ly nx eyes, that can see at 
least three miles off; and is withal of such discriminating 
optics, that it can tell at that disiance a noodle coming 
to st tb: scribe, from an enemy whom ifis necessary to 
frizhten back again, or to eat up at once 
Indeed, just at this momeut, Truth would be so un- 
welcome a visitor, and enquiry so impertinent a guest, 
that [ should not wonder if both were placed in the 
stocks, or the pillory, as an example to other impertinent 
intruders; ‘Vhat sad work Enguiry would make about 
the e rpences of the Ccronation! ITow would it pull to 
pieces this child’s-play, as Mr. Hobhouse most irreve- 
rently calls this august, this sacred ceremony—to for- 
ward the preparations for which the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer weodest/y insiguates, every loyal member of 
parliament ought, with great pleasure, to run the risk of 
having any two or three of his limbs broken; What 
jeers migat enquiry make of the three grand coats which 
are to be worn upon this important occasion—the crim- 
son one that is to be worn on the road to the Abbey— 
the gold one which is to be worn during the ceremony— 
and tbe purpie one to be put on after wards! Then the 
host ef noble vaiets, iliustrious scullions, ducal butlers, 
right- honourable wine tasters, and a champion who 1s 
sure of meeiing no opp onent, or who would as soon have 
‘met the devil alone,” as hafnessed himself in defence 
of the title of his send a racious Majesty ' And when 
Enquiry had thus laid about with as little regard to au- 
thority, as if the tailor and usholsterer had nade, in- 
stead of adorned the p: igeant. Truth might be equally 
rude, and fill his uote-book with a world of curious anec- 
dotes, for the amusement of after times, at the expence 
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of the grandeur of the present age, and its accurate con- 
ceptions of sublimity ! 

There are besides several other curious topics, on 
which Enquiry might fasten with unsated appetite :— 
such, for instance, as what Mr. Creevey meant, when he 
said, * the Duke of Clarence gave his yote against her 
“* Majesty the Queen, in a manner never before witness- 
“ed in civilized society!” What would Truth have 
said to such an assertion, had the victim been a member 
of the lower house? Unhappily this question cannot be 
answered, as Lord Castlereagh usurps his place there! 
And for the convenience of all the respectable parties, it 
is perhaps better that matters should remain just as they 
are! lest more individuals than his lordship should be 
made uncomfortable. It is hardly to be tolerated that 
the nerves of the Azgher and better orders of society 
snould have their delicate sensations shocked by such 
assailants. Why should they not be left in the quiet 
enjoyment of their luxuries. Were they not dorn to 
loll on silken couches, and to walk on painted carpets ! 
fs it not ordained by heaven, that they should gaze in 
rapturous astonishment at themselves, reflected by splen- 
did mirrors—and wear embroidered garments for the 
4elight of those who are compelled to work for the pay- 
ment? Is it nota very important desideratum, and, 
in fact, one of the daws of nature, that great men 
should be enabled to pile thousands on thousands, that 
they may de worth half a million, or a million anda 
half! What matters it how many thousands starve, if 
this grand object be accomplished? What matters it 
how many hundred of cottages are destroyed, if one 
palace rise upon their ruins? Of what importance is 
it, that many should be wretched, to make one truly 
great? Ask the grants, and the magicians these ques- 
tions, and they will very clearly prove, that they all 
ought to be answered negatively that the great have a 
natural right to prey upon the little, as cats have to eat 
mice, and hawks to kill eock-sparrows! All this is set- 
tled so comfortably between those who are to eat, and 
those who are to be eaten, that it would be very rude to 
disturb tho harmony of all parties. Now this Enquiry 
ig a sworn foe to peace. There can be no comfort 
wherever he appears. He would be likely to be so un- 
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reasonable as to ask cats for their patent to kill mice :— 
hawks for their dicence to eat cock-sparrows:—and 
creatness for its right to devour the little world; and 
when the patent, the license, and the right, as granted by 
that good old legitimate Custom, were produced. En- 
quiry would be sure of being seconded by Truth in 
swearing they were all forgeries’ Are the magicians 
then to blame, to ‘* bottle up” such mischievous beings ? 
Certainly, if the magicians would protect themselves, 
they must get rid of their enemies:—and as all strata- 
gems are lawful in war, as well as love, if Truth and 
Enquiry can be hermetically sealed up in bottles by those 
powers which their liberty would endanger, we may 
regret the imprisonment of our friends, but we cannot 
wonder at the prudence of our enemies. I suppose it 
was in a fit of more than ordinary precaution, that I was 
mistaken for a formidable ally of these objectionable 
beings; and because some ordinary civilities had been 
exchanged between us, I was deemed of sufficient im- 
portance to be “‘ bottled up,” lest I should play the part 
of master of the ceremonies to the strangers on their 
arrival. Should this have been the case, the honor is at 
least equal to the mischance, in the opinion of 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 


TO THE EDITOR. 


eee atc 





SIR 

Believing that you have not hitherto paid “ honor 
due” to the Fine Arts, and fearful that the attentions of 
_ my lords the Judges may pamper this your negligent 
spirit for the present season at least, I take the liberty of 
intruding on your pages with a brief account, critical and 
illustrative, of some of the pictures composing the first 
Exhibition of the lately-instituted “ Bridge Street Asso- 
ciation of Constitutional Artists in Distemper,” which 
has been recently opened to the town, and is now on 
daily view. Having been favoured by the Hon. Sec. 
with a more private and particular inspection of these 
interesting works than is allowed by the generally 
crowded state of the rooms during the hours of public 
admission, I hope to present your readers with a faithful 
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report of their several qualities; and have the honor te 
be, Sir, your obedient Servaut, 


POPPLEWELL PILKINGTON. 
Walker’s York Hotel, 
9\st June, i821. 


SOCIETY OF PAINTERS IN DISTEMPER, 
6, BRIDGE STREET, BLACKFRIARS. 
FIRST EXHIBITION.—182I. 

Painter.—\tis a pretty mocking of the life. 
Poet.—~—~— Vil say of it, 

It tulors nature: artificial strife 

Lives in these touches, livelier than life. 
Timon of Athens, SHAKSPEARE. 

No. 1. A Maltese Bloodsucker. By Sir John 
Stitchwell, the Prestdent.—This voracious animal is cor- 

recy drawa and finely coloured, and the extremities, 
especially the claws and tusk-garnished snout, are touch- 
ed with a spirit peculiar to this veteranartist. The Ad- 
mirally Court introduced in the back-ground is a faith- 
ful portraiture, and the episode of the naval captain 
trampling on the /ee-feard is highly illustrative of a me- 
morable fact connected with the place. 

3. An English Toadeater (companion to No. 1.) 
By ditto.—Au exquisite representation of a disgusting 
subject. The crawling action of the reptile is hit off 
very happily, but the shadows are too dingy, and the 
back ground, slight as it should be, is not “sufticiently 
‘defined. 

5. A Parson in Petticoats. By Mrs. Hang-her 
Moor.—lf wit is intended by so contemptuous an asso- 

ciation of ** the Church” and Ragfair, it certainly is deep- 
er than the surface of this blasphi emous pannel. Whata 
priest has to do with a lady’s invisibles we have yet to 
learn ; we think however the arm of law is sufficiently 
lone anc strong to arrest the b: re-faced dissemination of 
such infamous and abominable pictorial libels as the one 
in question. We shail not waste one word more on the 
hateful subject, but dismiss it with that abhorrence, 
which it must inspire in the mind of every friend of socéad 
order, nnd every upvolder of the blessed comforts of 
religion, 

8. Trap, a sucking puppy. By Horace Horton. 
As to outline, a veritable transcript ef nature in one of - 
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her Jowest forms. The colouring however is mealy and 
weak ; but we have solid hopes of this young artist’s im- 
provement under the care of the keeper of the Newgate 
Gallery. 

ll. The elevation of the brazen Serpent. By Jose- 
phus Bubworth Shurp.—Of capital design and ve 
vrecious execulion. ‘The formand features of the metal- 
lic monster are finely conceived, correctly delineated, 
and touched with a crispness that has seldom been sur- 
passed. It gives us the more pleasure to record the ster- 
ling merit of this rising machinist, inasmuch as his pre- 
vious fuidures have cast an undeserved obloquy upon his 
character. This grand work is intended to grace the 
hall of the Brazier’s Company, whose taste and discern- 
ment are only to be rivalled by their munificence. 

14. Portrait of a Court Tool. By Sir John 
Stitchwell.—A bad head of the learned President him- 
self, raised with a verv ecashy pencil. The character 
however sits easily on the figure, and is ridiculous 
enough to satisfy the nicest taste. The cap and bells are 
sufficiently becoming, and treated with a ‘minuteness of 
detail worthy of the first Dutch masters. 

15. Portrait of Grizzle Greenhorn. By Miss Go- 
lightie.—We earnestly entreat Miss G. not to attempt 
portrait. fer genius is of too exalted an order to be 
cramped in the square of a kit-cat; a proof of which 
opinion of ours mey be found in the scenes painted 
for a classical masque recently produced at the private 
theatre in Mary-le-bone. All that could be done with 
such an ungainly and graceless subject as the present, 
has been triumphantly accomplished ; but what is the re- 
sult? A head without outline, a face without character, 
(unless the leering eye may speak it) a frightful cos- 
tume—at once tasieless and | iawdry, aud a tout ensemble 
that might even add new charms to the collection of the 
. Ugly ‘Chub? in Clovenf rot Court. 


19. The Miraculous draught of Fishes. By Charles 
Murrain, While looking into this picture, we were not 
alittle startled by the exclamation of an urehin behind 
us, * How very queer they should catch nothing but 
’ flat fish ? The young critics observation was equally 
correct and acute ; for, strange to tell, none others ap- 


pear, end of these. nine-tenths are old maids ahd 
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thornbacks! This anamoly, singular as it is, might pass 
without any harsh notice; but we have further matter 
of grave accusalion against this work, the more so, as it 
has been puffed off so lustily in certain quarters. The 
conception then is conceited and childish—the composi- 
tion confused, clumsy, and crowded—the drawing exe- 

crable, the colour flari ing and of too high a tone for the 
subject, and the perspective a contradiction to the laws 
of optics. 

24. Portrait of Simon Pure. By Jonathan Bake- 
house, of Darlington. The late President West was 
descended from Quakers; friend Jonathan is a pillar of 
that picture-hating but very worthy fraternity. Senti- 
ments of respect for the profession impel us to offer him 
a little advice, which we trust will not be lost, viz. to 
look to Ais banking concerns, and corn speculations, 
and wool jobbings ; and not soil the fingers of one of the 
faithful with the unsavoury undlenulinesacn of the va- 
nily-nursing palette. ‘The counter is Jonathan’s proper 
easel, the counting. house his proper atelier. 

25. A view of Stamford Ifgh Street. By Mark 
Quiz Exeter. The gifted pencil of Mr. F.. has eclipsed 
in the figures so happily introduced in this beautiful per- 
spective, all his former outdoings. The self-conceit and 
native impudence displayed in the upturned face of the 
tordling, who from his saddle is ogling the chambering 
nymphs as he paces in the foreground, i is exquisitely true 
and characteristic. Dandyism: sparkles in every extre- 
mity of his lounging person, and tells the world of ga- 
pers around that he is in the high road to Methodism and 

sridge Street. The horn boy, with Drakard’s papers 
under his arm, scampering from the uplifted whip of an 
attendant footman, describes very cleverly the distaste of 
some of the party; and at the same time, relieves the 
blank of the church wall on the left. The distance how- 
ever is unworthy of the artists’ genius ; and the spires 
and towers of Burghley have certainly outstepped the 
modesty of truth, in obtruding their presence. 

29, Portrait of a Politic Treasurer. By Richard 
Goldfitch Rotwell. Color is the forte of this artist, 
but here is an example of very superior draw ing, and 
we venture to pronounce that a more perfect specimen 
of the characteristic expression of dupery was never dis- 











THE RLACK DWAREP. $3 


played on canvas. The most indifferent spectator may 
read in a moment the mind of the subject and the skill of 
the painter; and we shall wonder if it is not looked at 
again and again, by every visitor who pretends to the 
least enjoyment in the study of physiognomy. The 
hands being cast in too deep a shade, are ‘but partially 
visihle—a defect we did not expect from this veteran 
painter. 

$2. The Radical Arsenal, a Vision. By Archy 
Bulderdash Read, of Newcastle. As might naturally 
be expected, this isa very black business; but as a man 
who attempts to frighten his neighbours by the relation 
of his dreams, is sure to be laughed at for his pains, we 
shall content ourselves by remarking g that it possesses no 
one component part of a good picture. We have lights 
where shadows are looked for; ; and vice versa, indeed 
never was chiaro oscuro more falsely dealt with; then, 
the figures are ill drawn, and want consistency and form ; 
nor is it possible to make out what a single individual is 
about, much less—* how the devil they came there.’ 
Mr. Arehy certainly saw this vision in a coal-pit; and 
by the light alone of his safety-lamp:—the sun beamed 
not on the dreamer :—his imagination was flitting in 
doleful shades,—in darkness visible; and the pikes and 
swords that fed his mental eye, were impalpable as the 
dagger of the Thane of Cawdor. The hanging Com- 
mittee have been eminently successful in giving it a suil- 
able situation, viz.—fifteen feet from the ‘ground, and in 
oue of the darkest corners of their darkest rooms. 

(To be continued.) 








LICENSED BREACH OF THE SABBATH.— 
MARCHIONESS OF SALISBURY’S CONVER- 
ZLATIONES! 

Through tattered rags small vices do appear ? 
Robes and furred d gowns hide all! 

A correspondent writes me word, with just indigna- 
tion, that while notices are posted about Br idge Street, 
whic th is now become the political St. Geles’s, threaten- 
jag with prosecution such poor creatures as venture to 
sell fish on the sabbath, lest it should be spoilt, to these 
who cannot obtain it any other day,—and who probably 
have a family wanting te be fed upon the precarious 
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proceeds—while the ministers of the gospel are crying 
out against the horrid blasphemies and irreligion of the 
poor, -_while the societies for suppression of vice are 
peeping into every hole and corner, to find some poer 
wretch on whom to wreck the vengeance they dare net 
hint against fashionable criminality —while the prisons 
are filled with those who cannot believe what they are 
ordered, and will not play the hypocrile by professing to 
believe.—while all this is done, and peers and peeresses 
club their mone y to cheer on the hounds in this paltry 
chase of those who cannot resist oppression, the M/ar- 
chioness of Salisbury can publicly advertize converza- 
tiones for the Sunday evening; at which, tn all proba- 
bility, some of the ‘subscribers to put down irreligion 
are regular attendants! Fle may well say, with Lord 
Byron ; he is “ ashamed of being one of a nation, that 
suffers an order of society which influences the mass, to 
commit crimes with impunity, for which the defenceless 
are punished without mercy.” I can only refer him to 
the lines above quoted for « solution of the problem. 





TO THE RIGHT HON. GEORGE CANNING. 





SIR, 

“ You have nice feelings,” (as Junius observes of one of 
the political characters of his time,) “ if we may judge by vour 
“resentments.” The corres pondence between you and Sir 
Francis Burdett, lately given in the public papers, displays a 
témper on your part, which, 1 think, 11 becomes the man who, 
of all publ: e men, Is in the habit of saying tie most ellie 
things of others. And, in my opinion, Sir ‘Franc is would have 
done himself more credit, and you more justice, bad he treated 
your impudent Letter with silent contempt. 


It appears you consider the offence taken as aggravated, be- 
cause it was given by a man placed Iu a situation which vender: 
ed it impossible for ‘him to ace ept of what you call your “ al. 
<‘ ternative.” Your resentment, however, does not appear to 


have ‘‘ moulted a feather” of its fury, by the lapse of time, since 
the offence was taken. But if I remember rigutly, you had 
previously to this, gone out of your straight forward course to 
talk in the Honourable House, in the absence of Sir Francis, 
about “a nest of facilities, 


? 


for the introduction of dema- 
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gogues into that house: of whom, you insultingly added, you 
should not be afraid, even though they were qualified for office 
in Palace Yard. Now, Sir, I certainly considered this at the 
time, as an intentional, and cowardly insult, upon Sir Francis 
Burdett, in his absence ; and that opinion was strengthened by 
the Letter of Sir Francis, to which you take exception. Because, 
{ thought, that the allusion here made to you, as a specimen of 
a class of politicians, was in consequence of the insidious, 
unmanly, and unmaunerly attack, to which [ have alluded. But 
you have long since availed yourself of your privilege in the 
Honourable House, to insult and abuse the Reformer; whom 
you have impudently stigmatised as “a low degraded crew.” 
Sir Francis Burdett has always been a Keformer, ergo, he was 
one of the “low degraded crew;” and I, who have always 
been a conscientious Reformer, of course another. Nevertheless, 
Twill not yield, even to Mr. Canning, in any thing that con- 
stitutes real worth and integrity of character ; though I willingly 
vield to him in talents, whatever opimon f may entertain as to 
their application. You must know too, that the whole country, | 
except the Honourable House, was shocked and disgusted, at 
your flippant and unseasonable jests, upon a poor, friendless, 
persecuted individual; whose situation and infirmities, what- 
ever might have been his political offences, deserved pity and 
commiseration, from every feeling mind. ‘ The revered, and 
“ ruptured Ogden,’’ will not soon be forgotten, and will assist’ 
in damning your character to everlasting fame. He, then, who 
has a right to expect that others should think and speak of him’ 
with respect, should set the example, by observing some decent 
measure of forbearance in his conduct and sentiments towards 
others. But the misfortune of your life has been, that you 
were at too early a period elevated upon the stilts of office ; 
and in that elevation, you have totally lost sight of your origi- 
nal level. ‘There is no man less disposed to pay homage to 
rank, when accompanied by qualities which confer the only ge- 
nuine title to esteem, than Lam, But 1 cannot flatter myself, 
that Iam so entirely purified from the infection of early preju- 
dice, as to consider tle insolence of an equal, or inferior, with 
the same feeling, as that of a superior, The truth is, that we 
are in no case justified, in reproaching a man with the misfor- 
tune of his birth; except only, where it is rendered necessary, 
by his so far forgetting himself in his bearing, and conduct, to-- 
wards others, as to render it justifiable. And such, in my opi- 
nion, is precisely the situation in which you have placed your- 
self. Mr. Huskisson, with the sin of apostacy upon his head, 
which you, I believe have not, has never rendered himself half 
s® obnoxious by his political bearings as you have done. Your 
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doctrine that the House of Commons is the [thuriel’s spear by 
which demagogues are i six months brought tv their proper 
level and dimensions, would have been more satisfactory, and, 
perhaps, under existing circumstances, quite as valuable to your 
country, could you with truth have added, that the virtue also 
extended to the detection of the public plunderers in reasou- 
able time. But, taking the doctrine upon your own showing, 
it is much to be lamented that you have not long since pro- 
posed your nest of facilities for the introduction into the ho- 
nourable House of these same dreaded demagogues, Seeing 
that, according to your notion, it is the proper way to dispose 
of such personages; and knowing also, that it is the very way 
in which the said demagogues have all along wished to be dis- 
posed of. What a sacrifice of human lite!—and what incalcu- 
lable human sufferings, had these been objects worthy of your 
consideration, would have been spared to your country, by the 
adoption of such a measure? Iam apprehensive, however, that 
your ‘ nest of facilities,” after all, is nothing more than a mere 
oratorical flourish, full of sound and boast, but signifying no- 
thing. In conclusion, I should, I believe, in common witb the 
whole nation, not directly partaking i in the corruptions of the 
system, have been very sorry, had Sir Francis Burdett put his 
valuable and patrietic life in competition with yours. Yet, 
should you think fit to persevere in the line of insult, and de- 
fiance, which you have adopted, to all that stands in the way of 
your political” views, I trust that you will, ere long, meet with 
your deserts from some one nearer to your own level, than from 
one of the first and best patriots of his age. 
I am, Sir, 


Y HONEST REFORMER. 
June 21, 1821. 


— ow 











TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





An answer will be sent to York, ina few days. We bave not yet 
had an opportunity of referring to the daw of the case. 


The anecdote of the Irish jury will be made use of. 
Received, the communication of-** Two Rees.” 
‘* The Berough of Petersfield set Free,” in our next. 
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